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Chapter 1 – Introduction 

  

 Before one can discuss the story of worship throughout the Bible, there must be a 

foundational understanding of worship from which to build this story. The first step in 

building this foundation is to define worship, and that definition must be based uniquely 

within the teachings of the Bible. If this definition is not derived in this way, then it 

skews the reader’s understanding of the story as presented. Many people try to define 

worship based on their own personal experiences and preferences. This is more often than 

not a flawed understanding of worship. There certainly are forms of worship that do not 

conform to the truth presented by the Bible. However, this paper is seeking to define true 

and authentic worship as presented within the text of the Holy Scriptures, not as 

presented by man-made customs or traditions.  

 Dr. Bruce Leafblad developed the most succinct and scripturally sound definition 

of biblical worship this author has found. Leafblad was an instructor of worship at the 

highest levels and is highly respected in this field. Each and every word of his definition 

was carefully chosen for the purpose of being all-inclusive to the full teaching of 

Scripture, as well as being succinct and memorable: 

Worship is communion with God in which believers, by grace, center their mind’s 
attention and their heart’s affection on the Lord, humbly glorifying God in 
response to His greatness and His Word.1 

 
 Worship is “communion with God;” it is relationship between the Creator and the 

created. Worship is not outside, but rather within the confines of this connection between 

																																																								
1 Rick Melson, "Worship: Our Response to His Greatness." Desiring God, April 2016, 
accessed August 28, 2017, http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/worship-our-response-to-
his-greatness. 
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God and His child. Notice the next phrase, “in which believers.” It is only the believer 

who can enact true and authentic worship. Also notice that it is not by the believer’s own 

actions that they can worship; it is only by God’s grace. God makes worship possible. 

The entire imago dei is involved in worship. The imago dei, or image of God within the 

believer, has three parts: the mind (intellectual), the heart (emotional), and the will 

(volitional). By centering one’s attention, it allows them to focus on God, not on the 

culture around them. By centering one’s affection, they will love no other the way they 

love God. And by humbly glorifying God, a volitional action is taking place. Notice the 

word, “humbly.” There is no room for any arrogance or pride when offering worship to 

God. Because it is by His grace that it is made, there is no human-active role except the 

choice to worship. And lastly, worship does not begin with anything man can do or say. 

Instead, worship begins by God’s revelation of Himself through His greatness and His 

Word. It is out of response to His revealing in which one can begin to worship truthfully.2  

 With this groundwork now laid, the next step is understanding how this definition 

can be seen within the different sections of the Scriptures. There are sixty-six different 

books written by over forty different authors contained within the pages from Genesis to 

Revelation. The truth about worship can be seen in every book at some level. For the 

purposes of this paper, the author has grouped certain books together. The story of 

worship begins in the first five books and they are grouped together under their common 

heading of the Pentateuch. The next seven books are grouped together under the title of 

the Kingdom books. Beyond this, the next grouping contains the five books of Poetry, 

																																																								
2	Expanding	the	definition	of	worship	as	presented,	this	author	draws	heavily	from	
Leafblad’s	instruction	in	the	“Music	in	Worship”	course	at	Southwestern	Baptist	
Theological	Seminary	in	Fort	Worth,	TX.	The	thoughts	here	are	derived	from	class	
notes	taken	by	this	author.		
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however, do not be deceived that it is only five books as this section contains the longest 

book in the Bible, the book of Psalms. Following the Poetic books are the Prophets and 

this closes out the Old Testament. The groupings of the New Testament contain the 

Gospels, a section showing Jesus as a worshipper, the Epistles, and the End Times.  

 The hope is that the reader can learn more about how worship was fundamentally 

the same throughout the Bible while also understanding the ways in which it changed, 

especially with the advent of Christ. By seeing a connection to the definition of worship 

above within the pages of each section of the Scriptures, it should become evident that 

God was not silent on the matter, nor was He ambivalent to what constituted true and 

authentic worship. And by understanding this, it is the author’s intention that the reader 

might grasp how he or she might become a better practitioner of worship in his or her 

own daily life.   
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Chapter 2 – Worship in the Pentateuch 

 

 God is a God of relationship. The book of Genesis, with its oft-quoted first line, 

“In the beginning, God created…”3 sets up the rest of the story as developed within the 

pages of the Bible. That story is the story of God’s relationship to His creation.  

 There are only two pictures of perfect, unhindered worship in the Bible: the 

picture of the relationship God shared with Adam and Eve before the fall and the picture 

of the relationship God shares with all the redeemed in Heaven as presented in the final 

book of the Bible, the Revelation of John. There will be more on the latter in Chapter 9, 

but here, in the opening chapters of Genesis, humanity in Adam and Eve enjoys a perfect 

relationship with God. Not only does humanity experience God’s presence and revelation 

without the pollution of sin, but they are also free from the hindrances of sin as they 

respond to God in acts of worship. In this unobstructed and unrestricted relationship, 

Genesis implies to us that God would walk among them regularly.4 God certainly showed 

a personal concern for Adam in commanding him not to eat from the “tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil.”5 In Genesis 2:19, God brought every living creature before 

Adam and allowed him to name the animals. In verses 21 and 22 of the same chapter, 

God put Adam into a deep sleep, took one of Adam’s ribs and, after forming the woman 

from the rib, brought her to Adam. Because God had already made Himself known to 

them in these ways, they knew the sound of God. After Adam and Eve took of the 

																																																								
3 Genesis 1:1 ESV. 
4 There is some debate over God physically “walking” among them or spiritually blowing 
through like a strong wind, but the Hebrew halek (Strong’s H1980) is clearly translated 
as “walk.” Whether God physically or spiritually “walked” amongst them is negligible to 
the fact that He did “walk” with them.  
5 Genesis 2:16-17 ESV. 
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forbidden fruit and brought sin into the world, this unobstructed relationship with God 

was broken.6 So when they heard the sound of God walking through the garden,7 they 

would have easily recognized it as God, just like any other time God had revealed 

Himself.  

 It is from this point forward that humanity has found worship to be agonizingly 

difficult. Because worship was intended to be expressed perfectly within the confines of a 

perfect relationship, and that relationship is now broken, it has broken the act of worship. 

Since man can no longer commune with God unhindered, he can no longer understand 

how to worship in the way God desires. Worship is often defined as attributing worth to 

someone or something. Peterson points out that this “leaves open the possibility of people 

making their own assessment of God’s worth and the response which they consider to be 

adequate.”8 However, the only acceptable worship is that which God makes acceptable. 

We see this in the acts of worship by Cain and Abel in Genesis 4:4-7. No one knows 

exactly why God accepted Abel’s offering and rejected Cain’s. Maybe Cain brought God 

the leftovers. Or maybe he gave of his fruit and grain with resentfulness. Nonetheless, 

one can definitively see that some worship is acceptable to God and some worship is not.  

 Before any detailed system of worship is set up, we find evidence of men who 

offered pleasing worship to God through lives of faith. Enoch was granted passage to 

heaven without suffering physical death because of his faith.9 Noah was granted 

righteousness due to his faith in building the ark to save a remnant of mankind from 

																																																								
6 Genesis 3:1-7 ESV. 
7 Genesis 3:8 ESV. 
8 David Peterson, Engaging with God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1992), 17.  
9 Hebrews 11:5 ESV. 
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God’s wrath in the great flood.10 Suitably tucked in between those two verses in Hebrews 

11 is verse 6 that is the key to all acceptable worship. “Without faith it is impossible to 

please Him (God).”11 

We see this faith continued in a man first named Abram, later to be renamed 

Abraham. His story begins in chapter 11 of Genesis, but shows his faith in God in chapter 

12 when God tells him to leave where he is living and go to a land God will show him 

later. God does not reveal where this land will be at this point in the story. However, 

Abram, in his faith, does just as God has commanded and packs up his entire family and 

leaves for this new place. The genealogies of Genesis 11 show that approximately 400 

years have passed from the time of Noah to the time of Abram. In those 400 years, man’s 

wicked and sinful ways had continued to grow in spite of God’s cleansing of the world 

via the flood. This made Abram’s life all the more exceptional in that he was 

unashamedly a man of one, and only one, God. Hebrews 11:8-18 gives plenty of 

reference for the life of Abraham being pleasing to God. The way he lived his life in 

obedience to God’s direction was accepted by God as true and authentic worship. 

Dirk Büchner writes in The Journal of Biblical Literature that appeasing God has 

many facets.12 God sets forth the process of bridging the gap between His holiness and 

man’s sinfulness. This process is found in the sacrificial system. There are numerous 

steps of seeing that the sacrifice is acceptable as laid out in the book of Leviticus. This 

concept of meeting God’s criteria for acceptable worship in the sacrificial system is often 

																																																								
10 Hebrews 11:7 ESV. 
11 Hebrews 11:6 ESV. 
12 Dirk Büchner, "[Hexilasasthai]: Appeasing God in the Septuagint Pentateuch," Journal 
of Biblical Literature 129, no. 2 (Summer 2010): 237-260. 
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translated as propitiate, purge, placate, appease, expiate, or make atonement, among 

many others. The act of the sacrifice as an element of worship “expresses the process by 

which a person could restore to kindness an aggrieved deity.”13 Though none of these 

translations effectively communicate the process of relational restoration that takes place 

via the sacrifice, the totality of them reminds one that worship in the Pentateuch does 

indeed require much of the worshipper in obedience and sacrifice. Referring to the 

sacrificial system, Peterson states, 

“Emphasis was first placed on sin which needed to be forgiven, to heal any breach 
of relationship with God. This was followed by an expression of personal 
consecration in the burnt offering, with its accompanying cereal and drink 
offerings in many instances. Thus, finally, the peace offering could symbolize the 
restoration of communion or fellowship with God and with others in the 
community of His people. Purification and purity were clearly the prerequisites 
for living in God’s presence.”14 
 

This sacrificial system of worship also makes it clear that “worship of the living and true 

God is essentially an engagement with him [God] on the terms that he proposes and in the 

way that he alone makes possible.”15 

The story of Abraham leads us to Israel and to Egypt. There are other great stories 

of faith and worship in this time period, like Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph, but most pertinent 

to this discussion moves forward to Moses. It was during Moses’ leadership of the 

Israelites, God’s chosen people via the covenant God had earlier made with Abraham,16 

that the worship act of Passover was instituted.17 Originally instituted as the final 

judgment of God, or final plague, on the Pharaoh’s Egypt, in which he begrudgingly 

																																																								
13 Brüchner, "[Hexilasasthai]: Appeasing God in the Septuagint Pentateuch," 237. 
14 Peterson, Engaging with God, 39. 
15 Ibid., 20. 
16 Genesis 15. 
17 Exodus 12. 
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agreed to free the Israelites from bondage, it then became an annual celebration of that 

deliverance and is still celebrated by Jews today.  

Also instituted during the time of Moses’ leadership were the tabernacle and the 

tent of meeting. Not only were these two specific places of worship to God, they set forth 

specific acts of worship within their walls. Some of the elements of this worship became 

synonymous with the presence of God amongst His people, namely the Ark of the 

Covenant. 

As God’s people continued to wander in the wilderness due to their sin of 

disbelief upon being shown the Promised Land,18 they were given the ultimate clue as to 

what God deems appropriate worship. While on Mt. Sinai, Moses was given direct 

instructions from God to write down ten laws, the Decalogue, or what is commonly 

called the Ten Commandments. Whereas the first four commandments deal with 

honoring God directly, the last six deal with how one relates to other people. Jesus takes 

this concept further when asked, “Teacher, what is the greatest commandment?”19 His 

response is to summarize all the commandments into two:  

“He [Jesus] said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first 
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 
On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.’”20 

 
The point of all of life is to live in a pleasing relationship to God. Isaiah 43:7 says that 

God created us for His glory, or, as Jesus states, to live our lives in such a way that our 

light “so [shines] before men that they may see [our] good works and glorify [our] Father 

																																																								
18	Deuteronomy	1.	
19 Matthew 22:36 ESV. 
20 Matthew 22:37-40 ESV. 
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which is in Heaven.”21 It is from living in full obedience to those two summarized 

commandments that we find what is acceptable to God. Elliott states, “All else follows 

from the right idea of God, the proper means of worship and the Sabbath rest.”22 It is 

from this understanding that the rest of this discussion of the story of worship in the Bible 

is based.   

																																																								
21 Matthew 5:16 KJV. 
22 Mark W Elliott, "Calvin and the Ceremonial Law of Moses," Reformation & 
Renaissance Review 11, no. 3 (2009): 290, accessed October 16, 2017, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1558/rrr.v11i3.275. 
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Chapter 3 – Worship in the Kingdom Books 

 

 The central storyline up to this point in history has been God’s covenant with 

Abraham; that he will have as many descendants as there are stars in the sky and that 

those descendants will inherit the land God promised (thus the “Promised Land”) to 

Abram23 when God called him out of Haran.24 Through a vast historical narrative, 

including Joseph’s rise to power in Egypt, the famine that brought his father, Jacob (soon 

to be Israel), to Egypt, the slavery of the Israelites in Egypt, the deliverance from 

Pharaoh, Moses leading the Israelites out of Egypt and through the forty years of 

wandering, which included the institution of the tabernacle and God giving the 

Decalogue, through this vast history Israel finally receives God’s promise to Abraham 

and they enter the Promised Land under the leadership of Joshua. This journey from 

promise to completion takes God 685 years to fulfill, and God makes it abundantly clear 

the He was the one to make this happen, that the Israelites accomplished nothing in their 

own power. 

 Taking the theme from the Pentateuch, that God desired that His people love Him 

and prove that love by their obedience, the story of worship continues in the Kingdom 

Books of Joshua, Judges, Ruth, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles. Within the book 

of Joshua, God consistently calls the Israelites to obey, sometimes in strange ways. In the 

first of many God-managed battles, the Israelites are commanded by God to take Jericho 

																																																								
23 Recall that God had not changed Abram’s name to Abraham yet. 
24 It is often misunderstood that God called Abram out of Ur. Genesis 11:31 says 
Abram’s father, Terah, took his family (including Abram and his wife, Sarai, and Lot) 
from Ur of the Chaldeans into the land of Canaan to a place called Haran. It is here that 
God spoke to Abram to call him to go to the forthcoming Promised Land.  
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by sending in the priests and musicians first. So Joshua orders the Ark of the Covenant to 

enter first, followed by the priests blowing trumpets, followed by the rest of the Levites, 

and finally, the fighting men. They celebrated the Passover while encamped around 

Jericho, an act of worship in remembrance of God’s deliverance. Then, for seven days 

they worshipped God while circling the city and on the final day, one long trumpet blast 

and God made the walls of the city fall.25 God was showing the Israelites that they must 

first act in obedience, which is an act of worship in itself. When the people of God obey 

God in worship, God delivers them. 

 The people “break faith”26 but Joshua falls before God in worship and they are 

delivered in battle once again, only by the power of God. Following another God-

appropriated victory at Ai, the Israelites and Joshua “met together to renew the covenant 

and to express their relationship with God”27 by erecting an altar and marking it with 

another inscription of the Decalogue.28 And God was worshipped.  

 The book of Joshua is a book of fulfillment. “God’s people are in God’s place 

under God’s rule and are enjoying his blessing (‘rest’).”29 Remembering that obedience 

to God is the crucial element of worship, Joshua reminds the people in his final sermon 

before his death that if they fall away from God, He will exile them from this Promised 

Land. This is where the story continues into the book of Judges where we see this back 

and forth cycle of obedience. The Israelites turn away from God, get conquered by 

foreign forces, call out to God for deliverance, get delivered by God, praise Him for that 

																																																								
25 Joshua 6. 
26 Joshua 7:1. 
27 Peterson, Engaging with God, 36. 
28 Joshua 8:32. 
29 Vaughan Roberts, God's Big Picture: Tracing the Storyline of the Bible (Downers 
Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), 79. 
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deliverance, then eventually fall away again. This depressing cycle continues throughout 

Judges until Israel disobediently calls out for a king to lead them just as all the other 

nations around them have a king. God recognizes this as disobedience because “they 

wanted a king instead of God rather than a king under God.”30 

 This brings the story to Saul, Israel’s first King. To be brief, Saul was not a King 

that followed God and was a tortured soul because of it. He found some solace for his 

soul by having a young man named David play his harp and sing. While David 

worshipped, Saul was comforted. What Saul did not know yet, was that David had been 

anointed by Samuel to be Saul’s replacement as king over Israel.  

 Backing up in history for a moment, Samuel, a prophet who was led by God to 

anoint Saul as the first king of Israel, was later instructed to anoint Saul’s replacement. 

Just like Abram’s ambiguous call to leave Haran, Samuel was told to go to the household 

of Jesse to “anoint him who I will declare to you.”31 As Samuel enters Bethlehem to 

anoint Saul’s replacement, he performs a sacrifice as an act of worship to the Lord. Out 

of this worship, God tells Samuel to not look on the appearance of this anointed one, “For 

the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD 

looks on the heart."32 This, in addition to God’s seeking of the obedience of His children 

in Genesis 1, becomes a clearer understanding of what God is seeking from His people, a 

right heart. David, whom Samuel was led to anoint here in Bethlehem, became known as 

																																																								
30 Roberts, God’s Big Picture, 82. 
31 1 Samuel 16:3. 
32 1 Samuel 16:7. 
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a “man after God’s own heart.”33 Certainly, David was not perfect, but he was humble, 

reverent, respectful, trusting, loving, devoted, faithful, obedient, and repentant.34  

 Following David was the time of his son, Solomon. These were the golden years 

again where safety and security return, the land is blessed with peace, and God’s Temple 

is built and becomes the dwelling place of the LORD among His people. For 479 years, 

since the institution of the Tabernacle in Exodus 40, God’s dwelling place had been 

mobile. But now, under Solomon’s leadership, the Temple is completed and one of the 

most anticipated and celebrated worship events in all of history occurs, the dedication of 

this Temple. One hundred twenty priests playing trumpets, more priests playing cymbals 

and harps, as well as a massive choir of Levites lead this worship event.35 In obedience, 

they had all consecrated themselves by so many sacrifices “they could not be counted or 

numbered.”36 Following this substantial offering of worship, God’s glory filled the 

Temple and the “priests could not stand to minister.”37 The Israelites are again 

experiencing the promise to Abraham: they are God’s people, they are in God’s place, 

and they are enjoying God’s rule and blessing.38 

 Following Solomon is a long story similar to the cycle seen in Judges where the 

people of God fall away, get conquered, call out to God, get delivered, praise God, and 

then fall away again. In the midst of that cycle, there is one particular example of worship 

that again proves the point that God is concerned with obedience. In this story, Elijah has 

																																																								
33 1 Samuel 13:14, Acts 13:22. 
34 Respectfully, Psalm 62:9, Psalm 18:3, Psalm 31:9, Psalm 27:1, Psalm 18:1, Psalm 4:7, 
Psalm 23:6, Psalm 119:34, Psalm 25:11. 
35 2 Chronicles 5:12. 
36 2 Chronicles 5:6. 
37 2 Chronicles 5:14. 
38 Roberts, God’s Big Picture, 85-86. 
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challenged the prophets of Baal to a sort of duel. He challenged them to prepare an 

offering to Baal and he would prepare an offering to God. Then, during the sacrificial 

ceremonies, whichever god shows up is the one, true God. After the pagan rituals are 

finished with no sign of Baal, Elijah begins his sacrificial ceremony to God with a prayer 

in 1 Kings 18:36-37 in which he reveals that he has done all this in obedience to God’s 

word. God’s fire falls, consumes the sacrifice, and all the people fell on their faces and 

said, “The LORD, He is God; the LORD, He is God.”39 Throughout the Kingdom books, 

God’s presence is known when the people of God are obedient to His leading.  

																																																								
39 1 Kings 18:39. 
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Chapter 4 – Worship in Books of Poetry 

 

 There are certain characteristics of the books prior to the books of poetry. Those 

books were primarily historical and are concerned with the nation of Israel and the 

Hebrew race, whereas these five books of poetry (Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, 

and Song of Solomon) are primarily experiential and concerned with the individual and 

the human heart.40 What that means in the context of worship is that the obedience of a 

nation had been the primary focus, but that focus now turns to the obedience of the 

individual in the books of poetry. 

 In Job, one can see a great example of faithfulness to God in the midst of the 

worst troubles and trials any human can go through. Though God allows Satan to take 

away everything Job has, his wealth, his family, and his health, Job does not falter and 

worships God in spite of his difficulties.41 This should give believers in any age the hope 

that worshipping in obedience to God, in spite of any and all troubles, is a good and 

proper response.  

 The Psalms were Israel’s hymnal. Selections from this book were “sung in regular 

sequence following the morning and evening sacrifices.”42 They were often accompanied 

with instruments, many specifically suggesting playing instruments while singing them 

(Psalm 150 for example). There is even a record of Jesus participating in singing a hymn, 

most likely one of the Hallel Psalms,43 before departing the upper room following the last 

																																																								
40 J. Sidlow Baxter, Explore The Book (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1960), 110-111. 
41 Job 1:20. 
42 Don Hustad, Jubilate II: Church Music in Worship and Renewal (Carol Stream, IL: 
Hope Pub. Co., 1993), 137. 
43 “Praise” Psalms, Psalms 113-118. 
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supper with his disciples.44 Included within the worship presented in the Psalms are 

verses of “praise, history, lament, wisdom, penitence, imprecation (cursing of enemies), 

ascent (as the people went up to worship), prophecy (including Messianic), thanksgiving, 

prayer, and so much more.”45 David, the king of Israel known as a man after God’s own 

heart, penned most of these psalms. Other writers included the sons of Korah, Asaph, 

Moses, Solomon, Heman, Ethan, and some unknown artists. Nonetheless, “when we turn 

to the Psalms, we find extreme depth – emotional, theological, and spiritual – all 

seamlessly woven into one fabric of worship…In worshipping God well [one] finds his 

true purpose.”46 Wyrtzen summarizes the whole of the Psalms: 

The Psalter, the ancient hymnal of Israel, gives a magnificent picture of reality. 
The Psalter’s lyricists and composers wrestled with the nitty-gritty of life in the 
ancient world. They wrote honest and beautiful songs about their struggles and 
triumphs. Some of what they wrote seems messy to a purely rationalistic mind, 
but it all rings true to a full view of reality.47 

 
With David’s anointing, the heart of the man was revealed to be the most important factor 

in true worship. It is out of the heart that one is properly obedient in the rest of life. The 

Psalms contain a plethora of deep, heart-issue examples of obedience and therefore 

become an immersive experience in personal worship for the reader.  

 The book of Proverbs teaches us that living a life of wisdom means following 

certain moral precepts, certain rules of life in God’s design. The book of Ecclesiastes 

reminds us that absolute truth can not be found in what the worldly, carnal self wants, but 

can only be found in obedience to God, “The end of the matter; all has been heard. Fear 

																																																								
44 Matthew 26:30, Mark 14:26. 
45 Vernon M. Whaley, Called to Worship (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 2009), 153. 
46 Michael Card’s Foreword to Don Wyrtzen, A Musician Looks at the Psalms: 365 Daily 
Meditations (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 2004), 3. 
47 Wyrtzen, A Musician Looks at the Psalms, 29.  
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God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.”48 One can see in 

the Song of Solomon that living in obedience to God’s design for union between a man 

and a woman brings bliss.49 

 Obedience to God’s plan and design for one’s life is where worship lives. The 

books of poetry expertly remind us of this through personal examples, whether in 

hardship or comfort. In those examples, one can see various responses in various 

emotional states to the movement of God. And the overarching theme of those responses 

is still obedience.   

																																																								
48 Ecclesiastes 12:13 ESV. 
49 Baxter, Explore The Book, 13. 
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Chapter 5 – Worship of the Prophets 

 

 A prophet has been defined by Unger as “one who is in the state of announcing a 

message which has been given to him by God.”50 Though many individuals can 

effectively be defined as prophets by this definition, it is common to refer to the 

seventeen books of the Bible from Isaiah to Malachi collectively as “The Prophets.” The 

message of the prophets can be summarized to two main themes: “an opposition to the 

worship of gods other than Yahweh; and a demand for justice and righteousness in the 

community that laid claim to being the chosen people.”51  

 From this two-fold summary one can surmise that God was deeply concerned 

with the obedience of His people and just how far they had fallen into disobedience by 

the example of their worship of gods other than Yahweh. Not only is there vast evidence 

of God’s displeasure with the Israelites’ worship of other gods, He also expressed great 

displeasure with the worship they offered to Him. In one glaring example, God spoke the 

following to the nation of Israel through the prophet Amos: 

I hate, I despise your feasts, and I take no delight in your solemn assemblies. Even 
though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept 
them; and the peace offerings of your fattened animals, I will not look upon them. 
Take away from me the noise of your songs; to the melody of your harps I will 
not listen.52  

 

																																																								
50 Merrill Frederick Unger, "The Character of Old Testament Prophecy," Bibliotheca 
sacra 108, no. 430 (April 1951): 167. 
51 Gordon McConville, The Prophets, (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2002), xx. 
52 Amos 5:21-23 ESV. 
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Castleman sums up this thought, “Habits, routines, and rituals can…erode our 

understanding of why we do what we do”53 in worship. The Israelites had forgotten why 

they partook in the various rituals and sacrifices. They were just going through the 

motions of Yahweh worship while falsely worshiping the various other gods of the 

culture around them. Similar to the “great sin” of the golden calf worship Aaron and the 

Israelites offered while Moses was on Mt. Sinai with God, God also saw this as nothing 

short of adultery.54  

 The prophets demanded righteousness from the people of God. That righteousness 

came only in the form of obedience to God’s law, the Ten Commandments. As learned 

from Jesus, as mentioned earlier, if they could have just loved God and loved their 

neighbor, everything else in life would have fallen into place for them. They could have 

avoided God’s judgment in persecution, defeat, petulance, and exile.  

 Thankfully, God empowered a remnant to keep the relationship with Him strong. 

One can see this in the lives of the prophets. A great example can be found in Daniel and 

his companions who were repeatedly asked to stop praying to their God (Yahweh) and 

start bowing down in worship to the false gods set up in Babylon. They did not bow. 

Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den but was rescued by God. Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abednego were thrown into the fiery furnace and were delivered by God unscathed. 

Right worship, from the right heart, comes with God’s presence and protection. “True 

																																																								
53 Robbie Castleman, Story-Shaped Worship: Following Patterns from the Bible and 
History (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2013), 77. 
54 Jerry Hwang, "Turning the Tables on Idol Feasts: Paul's Use of Exodus 32:6 in 1 
Corinthians 10:7 – Proquest," Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 54, no. 3 
(September 2011): 578, accessed August 28, 2017, 
http://ezproxy.liberty.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.ezproxy.liberty.edu/docview/1001330158?accountid=12085.  
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worship of God must begin, not with our supposed wisdom and understanding, but with 

an attitude of submission to God and rejection of evil.”55 

  

																																																								
55 Paul Burns, review of Touching the Altar: The Old Testament for Christian Worship by 
Carol M Bechtel, Horizons in Biblical Theology 31, no. 1 (April 2009): 82, accessed 
September 12, 2017, http://dx.doi.org/10.1163/187122009X425658. 
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Chapter 6 – Worship in the Gospels 

 

 “Encountering God in Jesus Christ is an experience with mystery,”56 or in Latin, 

mysterium tremendum, the tremendous mystery.57 From the beginning of Genesis, this 

mystery was always God’s plan for humanity. Shortly after the fall of man, God informed 

Satan that there would be one who would bruise Satan’s head, even though this one 

would have his heal bruised by Satan.58 This foreshadowing of Jesus is echoed in the 

covenant with Abraham. When God says, “all peoples on earth will be blessed through 

you,”59 He is not speaking exclusively of the Israelite descendants. Notice that God says 

“all people.” All nations, all races, all of humanity, will be blessed through Abraham. The 

only one who meets that criterion is Jesus Christ. It is through Him that all nations can be 

reconciled, or brought back into proper relationship, with God. It is quite astonishing how 

God accomplishes this great mystery in the virgin birth, the perfect life of Christ, the 

Passion of Christ, and the resurrection. 

 There is no mistaking the fact that one significant avenue to worship God is 

through the medium of music. The Israelite songbook, the Psalms, is squarely in the 

middle of the entire canon of Scripture. There are well over a thousand Bible verses 

relating to music.60 Why would it be any surprise that God uses music to announce the 

																																																								
56 Gerald L. Borchert, Worship in the New Testament: Divine Mystery and Human 
Response (St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2008), 1. 
57 Ibid., 1. 
58 Genesis 3:15.  
59 Genesis 12:3 NIV. 
60 Trevor Bowen, “References to Music in the Bible,” In Search of Truth, June 12, 2005, 
accessed October 17, 2017, 
http://www.insearchoftruth.org/articles/music_references.html. 
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birth of His own son in Jesus?61 What a glorious sound it must have been for the 

shepherds to hear the angelic host worshipping!  

 In one of the most used examples to teach a biblical philosophy of worship, a 

Samaritan woman finds Jesus resting at a well while his disciples go into town to find 

food. In this story, captured in John 4, Jesus presents some clear truths about worship. 

One truth is that God desires to have relationship with all peoples. Jews, like Jesus, did 

not associate with Samaritans, especially Samaritan women. But here, Jesus is having a 

conversation with, not to or about, a Samaritan woman. Another truth Jesus presents here 

is that He is a wellspring of living water that will indwell those who ask of Him. It is 

God’s Spirit within the believer that empowers his or her life of worship. A third lesson is 

that confession is an important aspect of true relationship with God. Jesus probes the 

woman’s life and she reveals her secret sin to him. Jesus also teaches here, “A time is 

coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem.”62 

Worship will no longer be centered at a specific location, but will come from the 

presence of God within the believer. Jesus also reveals here that God is seeking a specific 

type of worshipper, those who worship in spirit and in truth. First, notice that God is the 

seeker; worship begins with His seeking. Second, notice that He is seeking worshippers 

as opposed to worship. This enforces the notion that God is seeking the relationship more 

than actions. Third, notice that two elements are present in proper worship defined by 

Jesus, worship that is in spirit and in truth. It is important to understand here that Jesus 

says, “God is spirit.”63 The Greek for spirit in this phrase is pneuma64 indicating the Holy 

																																																								
61 Luke 2:13-14. 
62 John 4:21 NIV. 
63 John 4:24.	
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Spirit, the third person of the Trinity. To worship “in spirit,” later in verse 24 is the same 

Greek word, pneuma. Jesus is referencing His earlier statement that God’s spirit must be 

the living water within the believer,65 empowering this worship within a relationship to 

God. But this worship must also be presented in truth. Alḗtheia is the Greek term for 

truth. It carries with it not only the obvious idea of truth versus falsehood, but also, more 

importantly, the concept of “the truth of which God is the author” and “the truth of the 

gospel or which the gospel presents.”66 Jesus clearly teaches here that worship is based 

on the Spirit-inspired truth as presented by God and God alone.  

The intent of the Gospel writers was not only to speak of their personal 

encounters with the Christ, but also to speak to how others, like the Samaritan woman, 

wrongly or rightly encountered Jesus. Part of Matthew’s goal in his Gospel is to present 

Jesus as “fully worthy of worship.”67 Mark presents a “portrait of Jesus [that calls to] 

conviction the victory of Christ over death and the anticipation of his return.”68 Luke 

presents Jesus as the example of how His followers should “[integrate a] life of worship 

and service.”69 John teaches that the “integration of words and actions, of worship and 

life” is the only “sufficient response” for the follower of Christ.70 It should be easy to see 

by now that God is concerned about the obedience of His followers and how that 

obedience is the primary act of worship to God Himself.   

																																																																																																																																																																					
64	Strong’s G4151. 
65 John 4:14. 
66 Strong’s G255. 
67 Borchert, Worship in the New Testament, 23. 
68 Ibid., 31. 
69 Ibid., 42. 
70 Ibid., 57. 
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Chapter 7 – Worship of Jesus 

 

Jesus was the perfect embodiment of perfect obedience to all that God had 

ordained. Thus, he was the perfect worshipper continually offering perfect worship to His 

Father, God Almighty. By His example, we can surmise God’s pleasure in perfect 

obedience. At Jesus’ baptism in Matthew 3:13-17, God says that He is well pleased with 

His Son, indicating that Jesus was indeed living according to the desires of God.  

One of the central concepts of Old Testament worship was that God’s presence 

resided in the Tabernacle and, later, the Temple. When Matthew wrote about Jesus 

fulfilling the prophecy of the Immanuel in Isaiah 7:14, the concept of “God with us” 

brought with it the difficult inference that God’s presence was no longer limited to the 

Temple. In fact, Jesus refers to Himself as the temple in John 2:19. In Matthew 12:6, 

Jesus even makes the bold claim that “one greater than the temple” was here, Himself. 

“Jesus asserts that he represents God’s royal presence and authority more fully than the 

Temple.”71 Jesus is the new Temple, which means that authentic worship is no longer 

attached to one place; it is now attached to Jesus. Jesus said this to the woman at the well 

in John 4:21-23 that the time has now come that the requirement to worship in Jerusalem 

has ended, that from this point forward, worship can happen anywhere as long as it is in 

spirit and truth. 

Not only was Jesus the perfect incarnation of the Temple, but He also made it 

apparent that worshippers gathering together was important by being a regular attender of 

synagogue worship gatherings. “He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and 

																																																								
71 Peterson, Engaging with God, 83. 
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on the Sabbath day he went into the synagogue, as was his custom.”72 Tradition and early 

records of synagogue worship from the second century tell us these services likely 

included Scripture readings, sermons (homilies, often including open discussion), the 

Kedusha (“Holy, Holy, Holy”), Psalmody (singing), Prayers, and benedictions.73 Jesus 

would have participated in all of that. We certainly have record of him standing to read 

the Scriptures74 as well as teaching the people (whether in homily or in the context of 

discussion).75 He also made sure that singing was a part of His worship as they sung a 

hymn following the Last Supper in the upper room.76 

Jesus not only taught his followers what obedience to the Father actually looked 

like in living a life of worship, but He also took time to worship God Himself by singing, 

praying, and teaching truth. What Jesus taught by word and action is that “worship is a 

response of our entire lives. Unity of a person’s words and actions is essential in the true 

worship of God.”77  

																																																								
72 Luke 4:16 NIV. 
73 Hustad, Jubilate II, 142. 
74 Luke 4:16. 
75 Mark 10:1. 
76 Matthew 26:30. 
77 Borchert, Worship in the New Testament, 6. See also 1 John 3:18, James 1:22, and 
2:14-17. 
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Chapter 8 – Worship in the Epistles 

 

 As a whole, the Epistles are designed to define the doctrines of Christianity and 

how to live in obedience to those doctrines. Again, this leads back to the concept of 

obedience to God manifesting as worship. Following the ascension of Christ, new 

believers, a number that was growing daily,78 were learning how to live daily within the 

framework of Jesus’ teachings. “They knew worship was no longer about legislation; it 

was about lifestyle. They were to live out their worship…and…God gave us the 

Epistles…to clearly tell us how.”79 

 In Romans, Paul seemed to think believers needed a sure foundation upon which 

their faith, and therefore worship, was grounded. He spent significant time developing the 

intricacies of salvation: its past tense in believers being saved from sin’s penalty, its 

present tense in deliverance from sin’s reigning power in the lives of believers, and the 

future tense when believers will be delivered to eternal life with God in Heaven.80  Paul 

also spoke harshly against “the patterns and implications of pseudo-worship among both 

Gentiles and Jews.”81 

 Living in obedience to God had always been a pre-requisite to authentic worship. 

Now, in the New Covenant founded in Jesus dwelling within the believer, a believer can 

learn more about how to be obedient via the act of worship itself. Paul taught that 

worship was “foundational to the lives of believers and their responses to the living 

																																																								
78 Acts 2:47. 
79 Whaley, Called to Worship, 279. 
80 J. Hampton Keathley, III, “Soteriology – The Doctrine of Salvation,” Bible.org, May 
2004, accessed October 17, 2017, https://bible.org/article/soteriology-doctrine-salvation. 
81 Borchert, Worship in the New Testament, 85. 
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God.”82 He was sure not to allow the insertion of the false doctrine that one could 

somehow earn God’s favor through acts of worship. As a matter of fact, he strongly 

condemned that notion throughout the book of Galatians. “According to Paul, all who put 

their focus for Christian salvation on human effort, such as laws and worship rituals, 

belong to the old covenant and are to be condemned!”83 He was adamant that worship 

was responsorial to God’s truth and movement, but that it also had the capacity to teach 

and train the new believer by conforming to the truths about God in its practice. Because 

of this strongly held belief, Paul encouraged his apprentices, namely Timothy and Titus, 

to devote themselves to an accurate practice of true and authentic worship, especially in 

their congregational assemblies. The carnal tendency of these new believers (still 

pertinent today) was to “gratify the self, indulge the self, and in so doing…lose sight of 

what God wants for [them] – an intimate relationship with Him through worship.”84  

 Another aspect of worship inherent in the Epistles is the plethora of examples 

where worship is corporate. It is still true that God is concerned with individual 

worshippers’ hearts, and we see this in the individuality of the gifting of the Holy Spirit 

that adds to the corporate worship experience,85 but when those authentic worshippers are 

gathered together, the worship to God is not just addition-amplified, but rather 

exponentially-amplified. When one authentic worshipper joins another authentic 

worshipper to worship together, it is not just one plus one (addition). There is evidence of 

exponential growth in numbers in worship like this. This is exemplified in the growth of 

Christianity throughout the world during the time of the writing of the Epistles.   

																																																								
82 Borchert, Worship in the New Testament, 115. 
83 Ibid., 128. 
84 Whaley, Called to Worship, 294. 
85 Ibid., 310. 
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Chapter 9 – Worship in the End Times 

 
 Hebrews 1:2 and 1 Peter 1:20 give evidence that the “last days” began during or 

immediately following Jesus’ incarnation. Acts 2:17, quoting the Old Testament prophet, 

Joel, indicates that the “last days” began when the Holy Spirit came down on the 

believers at Pentecost. “Last days” and “end times” could be interchangeable depending 

on the translation studied. To speak of worship in the end times is to include the history 

of worship from the institution of the church in Acts, through the present, and to the 

future until the great tribulation period and the return of Jesus to gather his flock.  

 Chapters 3 and 4 of John’s Revelation give a picture of seven churches under 

John’s bishopric. In each mini-epistle, one can identify strengths and weaknesses of these 

seven churches. Dr. Robert Morgan states that we can find a part of ourselves in each of 

the seven descriptions.86 In the timelessness of God’s Word, these descriptions can be 

used to describe every church within the end times and, therefore, provide a commentary 

on some acceptable and unacceptable practices within worship. For instance, the two 

churches of Smyrna and Philadelphia received commendation for refusing to bow down 

to Caesar as Lord and enduring the persecution that followed. But the other five churches 

(Ephesus, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea) were reprimanded for lack of love 

and passion, for being tolerant to culture, for allowing sexual sin in their leadership, for 

being too ritualistic or ceremonial to the point of falling asleep, or presented as being the 

worst, Laodicea who was neither on fire for God nor cold to Him and thus stuck in the 

																																																								
86 Robert Morgan, “Worship in the Epistles” (Video Lecture), Liberty University – 
WRSP 810 Course Content, 2016, accessed October 17, 2017, 
https://learn.liberty.edu/webapps/blackboard/content/listContent.jsp?course_id=_382725
_1&content_id=_18492403_1. 
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middle of apathy.87 All churches of all denominations, since the institution of the church 

in Acts, have been commended or reprimanded in at least one of these ways if not all of 

them at some point.  

 The rest of the book of Revelation, chapters 4 through 22, gives us several 

pictures of true and authentic worship. There will be corporate worship as revealed by the 

four living creatures’ never-ending song of praise and followed by the twenty-four elders’ 

songs and acts of worship.88 There will be congregational singing. Two examples give 

evidence of this: Revelation 5:9, “And they sang a new song…” (emphasis mine), and 

Revelation 14:2-3 where a thunderous sound of a large multitude is heard singing and 

playing instruments. There will also be individual singing where the fully redeemed will 

sing songs of redemption (5:9-10), songs of victory (15:3-4), and songs of hallelujah 

(19:6-9).89 All of the redeemed will be singing! And there will be no end to their songs.  

 These pictures of worship are built on a framework that Morgan describes simply 

as a worship service to usher in the beginning of the great tribulation (Revelation 4 and 

5), the time of tribulation featuring the seven seals, seven trumpets, and seven bowls of 

wrath (Revelation 6-18), and the final bookmark worship service filled with hallelujahs 

that will usher in the second coming of Christ (Revelation 19).90   

 

 
  

																																																								
87 Whaley, Called to Worship, 316-319. 
88 Revelation 4:8-11. 
89 Whaley, Called to Worship, 323-327. 
90 Robert Morgan, “Revelation – Part 2” (Video Lecture), Liberty University – WRSP 
810 Course Content, 2016, accessed October 17, 2017, 
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Chapter 10 – Conclusion 

 

 “Worship is the reason why we were created, and is both the defining feature of 

our nature, and the actual reality of our existence.”91 The entirety of purpose for our 

creation is wrapped up in worshipping God through a right relationship with Him. The 

Westminster Shorter Catechism is a brief document outlining some basic tenets, beliefs, 

or doctrines of the faith of a Christ-follower. It teaches these doctrines in a 

question/answer format. The number one tenet is Q: What is the chief end of man? A: 

Man’s chief end is to glorify God, and enjoy Him forever. John Piper sums this thought 

up, “God is most glorified in me when I am most satisfied in Him.”92 Also, “The Bible 

plainly teaches that the goal of all we do should be to glorify God. But it also teaches that 

in all we do we should pursue the fullness of our joy.”93 This fullness of joy can only be 

found in obedience to God.  

 Worship is too often evaluated on tangible evidence like emotional response, or 

feelings, or visible movement in some way. It is often compared to other acts of worship 

housed in other eras. It is even considered its own genre of music, worship music. It is 

true, that worship can exist within each of these examples; however, the reader must be 

reminded that it is only God that deems worship acceptable as true and authentic worship. 

No human can measure another’s worship, as it is only God that sees the heart. One can 

																																																								
91	Christy Solomon, “DB1,” Discussion Board/Forum 1 (Module 1), Liberty University, 
WRSP 810 – Foundations of Christian Worship, August 21, 2017, 
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never judge worship based only on questions of what it contains, how it is performed, 

where it occurs, or from when it was presented. 

 According to God’s prescription of true and authentic worship, the primary 

question, which cannot be discerned by any man, is why one worships. It is when this 

question is correctly answered by biblical standards within the believer that true worship 

begins. Throughout the Scripture, examples abound of both true and false worship, and in 

each and every example, it is taught that God is most worshipped in us when we are most 

satisfied in Him.94   

																																																								
94	Piper, Desiring God, 9.	
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Appendix – An Artist-Musician Looks at the Psalms by Don Wyrtzen 
A Pedagogical Approach 

 
A Musician’s View of the Psalms95 - a sample course syllabus. 
 
I. Rationale 

 
The worship leader of today and tomorrow will need a solid foundation of 
theology from which to lead their congregation in worship. Worship cannot be 
simply picking one’s favorite songs week in and week out, or picking the 
congregation’s favorites either. There must be theological truth in what is chosen, 
exemplified in a breadth of theologically correct themes throughout the year. 
Whereas one Sunday might have more celebratory themes, the next Sunday might 
require more somber themes. One can find this wide range of subjects within one 
book, the Psalms. By studying this book, from authorial perspectives to historical 
significances to doctrinal foundations (and more), one can gain an understanding 
of how a biblical philosophy and practice of worship can address today’s 
individual and congregational needs.  
 

II. Required Resource 
 

Wyrtzen, Don. 2004. A Musician Looks at the Psalms : 365 Daily Meditations. 
Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers. 

  
III. Measurable Learning Outcomes 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, the student will: 
A. Gain a comprehensive understanding of the structure of the Psalms (five 

books, multiple authors, historical connections, poetic features, etc.), 
B. Cultivate a deeper doctrinal foundation as it relates to the character of God 

and humanity’s experience of God, 
C. Develop worship services around central themes and ideas based on the text of 

the Psalms alone,  
D. Be able to develop and articulate complete devotional thoughts on each of the 

Psalms. 
 
IV. 12-week Curricular Outline 
 

A. Week 1 – Introduction 

																																																								
95 This sample course syllabus draws heavily from Dr. Don Wyrtzen’s teachings 
throughout Liberty University’s course, WRSP 810-Foundations of Christian Worship, 
via video lectures and supplemental handouts, as well as his text, A Musician Looks at the 
Psalms.   
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  The goal of the introduction is to help the new worship student grasp the 
importance and implication of the Psalms to everyday life and see how 
that should overflow into their preparations for corporate worship. 
a. Reasons to study the Psalms 
b. Overarching themes in the Psalms 

B. Week 2 – Background  
Understanding the background behind anything is paramount to seeing 
the Psalms as relevant and must therefore be an integral part to the 
student’s philosophy and practice of worship.  
a. Definition of “Psalms”  
b. Where the Psalms fit in the larger biblical narrative as well as 

historical dates and occurrences 
c. Meet the authors of the Psalms (background, character, historical 

concerns, etc.) 
C. Week 3 – Style of writing 

The psalmists did not write their poetry in the predominant style of today’s 
worship music. This week will focus on all the writing styles present in the 
Psalms and how this can give valuable insight into what each psalmist 
was trying to express. 
a. Three primary features 

1. Thought-patterns vs. rhyme 
2. Parallelism 
3. Subjective Testimony 

b. Notes on superscriptions before some Psalms 
D. Week 4 – Types of Psalms 

Just as in Week 3, understanding the primary focus of each individual 
Psalm will aid the new worship leader in understanding what each 
psalmist wanted to present and therefore aide them in reading, study, and 
use on personal and corporate levels. 
a. Psalms for teaching, historical narrative, praise, confession, prayer, 

Messianic prophecy, relating to nature, pilgrimages, imprecatory, 
pragmatic, and acrostic examples. 

E. Week 5 – Practical approaches to studying the Psalms 
By taking the previous weeks’ teachings as well as exegetical study on 
some specific Psalms, the worship student will learn some practical 
methods for studying the Psalms.  
a. Historical connection 
b. Style and type understanding 
c. Major theological statement about God or about humanity 
d. In-depth studies on Psalms 23, 51, 73, 98, and 150 

 
Weeks 6-12 will focus on doctrinal themes presented throughout the Psalms, as Wyrtzen 
states, “The architecture of a Judeo-Christian philosophy of life.”96 

																																																								
96 From WRSP810 handout by Dr. Don Wyrtzen, “An Old Testament Worldview from 
the Psalms: What I’ve learned from the Psalms.” 
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F. Week 6 – My being and existence have eternal value because I am made in 
God’s image. 

By fully understanding our intimate creation by God’s own hands as 
evidenced throughout scripture and echoed in the Psalms, we can 
understand our true value as individuals.  
a. Significance of the Imago Dei 
b. Psalm 129:13-14, “created my inmost being.” 
c. Psalm 8:4-5, “I am fearfully and wonderfully made,” “I am a little 

lower than the angels,” and am “crowned with glory and honor.” 
d. I have meaning 

G. Week 7 – My deepest longings to be loved and to be special are met in the 
Lord. 

There is a deep desire at the core of every human to be loved by someone 
and to be special to someone. The Psalms capture the fact that even if 
there is no human to gratify this desire, there is a God who certainly will. 
a. God’s love is loyal and endures forever (Psalm 136) 
b. I am safe and secure in Him (Psalm 16) 
c. My deepest longings are met in Him (Psalm 42) 
d. My inner core can only be satisfied in Him 

H. Week 8 – My mind can be renewed and refreshed by meditation on Scripture. 
The mind is the seat of our intellect, the rudder to the ship of our life. The 
way we think influences the way we act and the new worship leader needs 
to fully comprehend the depth of that truth. 
a. The true battlefield in life is the mind. “Every issue is a spiritual 

issue.”97 
b. The Jewish connection to the Law, always in their mind (Psalm 119) 
c. The charge to be transformed in life by renewing the mind (Romans 

12:1-2) 
d. Meditation on the Word overcomes our limited, fragile minds and 

helps us to make better choices 
I. Week 9 – My life can have direction and purpose through obedience to God’s 

truth. 
If the new worship leader can transform their mind to the truth of God, it 
will affect their choices and therefore feelings. To choose to live in 
obedience to God will inevitably affect how you feel about God and the 
path of life He lays before you.  
a. Ultimate meaning in life comes from obedience to God (Psalm 119) 
b. God teaches through various prophets that He does not desire our 

sacrifices and rituals, but instead seeks our obedience 
J. Week 10 – My feelings can be experienced and expressed without fear or 

guilt. 
No matter what may come through life’s circumstances, the believer can 
be reminded that God’s central character can never be changed and He 

																																																								
97 Dr. Michael Stovall, a quote heard often while serving together at First Baptist Church, 
Elberton, GA. 
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will be present with you, concerned for you, and working to mold you into 
a better person through His inherent goodness. 
a. Life is tough 
b. But God is good 

K. Week 11 – Reality can only be grasped when I intimately embrace Jesus 
Christ as my Lord and Savior. 

There is a clear presentation of the full Gospel of Christ in the Psalms, 
from being made in God’s image, to our sinfulness and need of saving, to 
the choice to accept or reject, to the Messiah Himself. 
a. The Gospel in the Psalms  

L. Week 12 – My being and personality will live forever, either with the Lord or 
apart from Him. 

There is eternality to the human soul and the way a man lives his life, 
including the choices he makes (primarily whether or not to follow God), 
will determine the final destination of his soul, either with God in the 
heavens or without God in the depths. 
a. Psalm 1:1 – “Blessed is the man…” 
b. Psalm 23:6 – “I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

 
V. Questions for the student to consider on each of the five book separations of 

the Psalms. 
These questions are to be used as test questions for quizzes throughout the semester or in 
a mid-term or final exam. Responses to questions should be logically organized and 
supported with class materials or discussions.   
 

A. Book 1 – Psalms 1-41 
1. Relate the devotion of the Psalmist in Psalm 1 to what is being taught 

in Romans 12, specifically the renewing of one’s mind.  
2. Find five New Testament scripture references to help define the 

Godly man described in Psalm 15. Write the reference and the entire 
verse(s) and notate the translation you used. 

3. Outline the complaint, the petition, and the praise of Psalm 31. 
4. In what ways do the verses of Psalm 33 echo the history of Genesis? 

B. Book 2 – Psalms 42-72 
1. In what ways might Solomon have drawn from Psalm 49 as he 

penned Ecclesiastes? 
2. Though different contexts, relate the theme of Psalm 51:16-17 to 

Amos 5:21-24. 
3. Relate the waiting of Psalm 62 to a personal example. 

C. Book 3 – Psalms 73-89 
1. Summarize the teaching of Psalm 75 in a brief 4-5-sentence 

paragraph. 
2. Share a worship song inspired by Psalm 84. 
3. Give three examples of God’s “faithfulness and steadfast love” 

contained within Psalm 89. 
D. Book 4 – Psalms 90-106 
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1. Outline the various acts of worship contained within Psalm 95. 
2. Do a word study of Psalm 98:4 and share any new insights you gain. 

Use paragraph form, with 4-5 sentences, at least 250 words. 
3. Write a three-page essay comparing and contrasting the history of 

Israel’s relationship to God as presented in Psalm 105 and 106.   
E. Book 5 – Psalms 107-150 

1. Connect the idols of Psalm 115 to the hearers of Mark 8:18. 
2. Using Psalm 139, write a one-page essay defending the Sanctity of 

Life movement. 
3. In light of Psalm 150, give support from other psalms on the use of 

instruments in worship in 400-500 words.  
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